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I. Hon Apmmistrarion. 
(a Police. 
Tue Charu Mihir of the 1st June has the following: — 


7 


Causes of increase of crime in prestige of the police. Arrangements | 
the country. . for establishing a punchayet in every village, 
and stationing a police guard at the door of every house, and yet the num 
of thieves and dacoitsis increasing in the country. The British Government 
has saved India from anarchy, and the re-appearance of the evil has therefore 
alarmed the people and led them to think that some screw must have got loose 
in the machinery of the English administration. 1 „ | 
We do not care to believe that the administrative pare age of the far- 
sighted British Government has got out of order. What we do believe is. that 
Government maintains an attitude of indifference in regard to the adoption of 
administrative measures which alone could permanently establish peace in the 
country. Government, for instance, has not been yet able to solve the problem 
of India’s poverty. It is, on the contrary, increasing that poverty by its waste- 
ful expenditure. The pinch of poverty is driving people to throw all moral con- 
siderations overboard, and hunger is compelling them to take to dacoity as a 
profession. And whom shall we hold responsible for the growth of luxury in the 
country? This demon of luxury makes people live beyond their means. Goaded 
by want, even the honest are tempted to take to dishonest ways. What wonder, 
therefore, that, driven by 1 on the one band and tempted by luxury on 
the other, the Indians should be found swelling the number of thieves and 
dacoits ? | | 

Haunted by a feeling of distrust Government is depriving its native sub- 
jects of all power. The rulers were not so distrustful before the establishment 
of the National Congress. The officials seem to suspect rebellion even in the 
fall of a leaf. The tree-smearing incident startled the whole official body. 
The other day, from his seat in the Legislative Council, the Military Member in- 
dulged in gloomy forebodings regarding the fate of the country in the distant 
future. The Arms Act is an outcome of this fear and distrust on the part of 
the rulers. Thanks to the rigorous provisions of that law, the people see that 
they are unable to protect themselves. Government is in various ways depriving 
the country of all power, with the result that everybody in the country is now 
about to lose his capacity for self-defence. Every one now finds himself obliged 
to seek the protection of Government even for the most trifli yurpose. But 
one cannot easily or promptly obtain protection at the 8 8 or 
justice in its law courts. The law's delay is proverbial. It is this delay that 
enables the wicked to encompass their nefarious purposes. But they could 
never have thus gathered strength if attempts at the commission of crime had 
been immediately and swiftly followed by 83 In that case crime 
would have learnt to respect the authority of Government, instead of defying, 
as at present, the authority of the police and the law courts as well as the public 
opinion of the country, and thus extending the domain of sin without let or 
hindrance. 

The zamindars were a mighty power in the country, and under their stern 
‘rule crime could not rear its head. But for various reasons the landholdin 
classes have now ceased to take any 2 in the work of administration. Native 
society as a power has become weak, and the influence once possessed by the 
class in whose hands were entrusted the spiritual interests of the people has also 
declined. The police can, indeed, threaten and terrorise, but it is not an 
efficient check on men’s incentives to crime. Anarchy must be inevitable in 


the country where the pee le have been deprived of their capacity of self. 


defence, where societ lost its * and moral purity, and where the 
police is devoid of all conscience. If, however, Government had taken any 
active interest in the question of the country’s poverty, if the people had been 
able to protect themselves, if native society bad retained its former strength, 
and if the country’s police had shown greater moral strength, such a scene of 
lawlessness would never have been witnessed in India, | 


Cad Minm, 


Government is daily increasing the power, and Jane us, 1606. 
ave been 


SANJIVANI, 
June 6th, 1896. 


SANJIVANI. 
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A co ndent of the same paper considers it no small reproach 
4 —— the G police-in the Mymensing h district fon 
Prevalence of oo though one or more thefts are taking place almost 
m the My g every day within its — vga the cases are not 
properly investigated and the offenders are not brought to justice. It seems 
the Government made a mistake in replacing the -constable, who was in 
charge of the outpost, hy an educated Sub-Inspector at a — cost. The 
dad mas les of the place ‘were kept in check by the head-constable, but their 
number is now increasing. , oo: 
3. The Sanjivans of the 6th June 8 obstruction of 28 roads 
| ivate Ipdivi in some quarters of Calcutta 
44 — eee Sees * writer mentions the place. where Mach or 
; mt Street, cuts College Street. At this place there are 
some hardware shops, and the road is obstructed by their wares: The attention 
of the constable on duty was repeatedly called to this obstruction, but with no 
effect. The writer draws the Police — attention to this and other 
places where public thoroughfares are obstructed. 355 
4, The same paper complains that the letter papers sold by J. K. Sarma 
3 ol of 97, College Street, contain objectionable pictures 
intima mot- and mottoes. The writer pry 4 got held of two 
en _ * guch letter papers. In one of them is the picture 
of a young woman seated on a chair. Before her is a table and she is in a 
writing posture, evidently writing a letter. Under the picture are printed the 
following two lines: . fa f grb NN xfx. HSCS Is N N NN NC? 
which mean, ‘Can letters alone satisfy the mind when it cannot be satisfied by 
anything but the sight of the beloved? It is a shower of rain and not a few 
drops of dew that make a flower blossom.’ In the other paper is the 1 of 
a young man sitting on a sofa. Under this picture are printed the followi 
lines: “ fore I faftm ferca f sf qu Il, MrT Baie Vs SiS |e wa a?” 
“What can 1 do, my dear, besides writing letters? Do you not know that I am 
under the control of others“ Letter papers containing such obscene mottoes 
and pictures are largely used by school-boys. The Government should put a 
stop to the sale of such objectionable letter papers. 144 
5. Babu Kalidas Sen, Head Master of the Raikera Middle English 
‘ 8 School in the Lohardaga district, writes in the 
cooly reeruiting abuse. same paper that one Mati Lal Lala, a Hindustani 
Kayastha student of the school, has been sent up to an Assam tea-garden against 
his will. He has written the following letter to his uncle 


‘Basu Jaco Monun LALI. 
Sm, 


I have come to Panitola Tea Estate, Upper Assam, as an agreement 
coolie. Kindly try to cancel my agreement. Lalla, a good caste, cannot be 
agreement coolie. There is no law in the English Government to my caste wes 
changed into that of a Check Barack. This caste is written in my agreement 
now. I want to go home to my own country. I do not — at the time of 


agreement, and I could not understand what tbe Babu to 
come back. Now I see it is all false. ) 


Please, apply to the Magistrate to cancel my agreement. 
Direction 


Moree LaIL, | 
P. O. Panitola Hospital, Upper Assam.” 


d. Hetold me to 


The Chief Commissioner of Assam should institute an enquiry into this 
case of cooly-recruiting abuse. „ 

6. A correspondent writes in the same paper that College Square is 

Wm aa by 3 and bad characters. 1 

: " | | | 

Liew eben I ‘and H ge Square tank compound is frequented by 


indu boys, who are a perfect nuisance to those who 
eee daf gang, pir ere a, On, dee . Moy, len 
on tht conten ite - a number of children in their charge, were sith 


the tank, when a number of Musalman boys 3 


( 57% ) 


began to molest the children. Some gentlemen, who witnemed this, rebuked 
the boys and drove them away. ‘same evening a female servant, with a 
child in her arms, was talking with another person, when a ruffian cut off the 
child’s maduéi (a kind of charm in oommon use in this country). The female 
servant raised an alarm, and the thief threw the madsi away. He confessed 
his guilt, but was not handed over to the police. It is a pity that such 
occurrences should take 3 a most frequented part of the town, and under 
the very nose of police constables. 9019 | 
7. The Ailes Sudhakar of the 6th June publishes the foll - accounts 


e k dab. of de Bakr-Jd quarrels. in Tittagarh, Metiaburj, 


and Rishra, respectively: | tet Vee ae 
(.) The Musalman labourers of the Tittagarh Paper Mills purchased a 
cow for slaughter. But the Hindu labourers, probably at the instigation of the 


Babus employed in the mills, snatched away the animal from the Musalmans. 
Thus originated a quarrel which gradually assumed alarming proportions. 
The police being unable to restore peace, tL» military had to be called out 
from Barrackpore. Two men were hurt in this quarrel, and twenty arrests 
were made. Of the latter, eight men, five Musalmans and three Hindus, have 
been committed for trial. 5 
(2) The Musalman labourers of the Hooghly Jute Mills in Metiaburj 
sacrificed a cow in the jungle near the mill, as they had done in previous years. 
The Hindu labourers endeavoured to prevent the ceremony; but their attempt 
not being successful, the durwans employed in the mills, at the instigation 
of the Babus, induced some meters to kill a pig near the Musalman labourers’ 
quarters. This led to a quarrel, which, however, was soon =< down by the 
appearance of a company of troops brought down from Alipore. The mill 
authorities found the durwans and the A and dismissed them. 
(8) The greatest oppression was committed upon the Musalmans of Rishra 
in the Serampore subdivision. The treatment which the Musalmans of that 
place received at the hands of their Subdivisional Officer led some Maulvis 
and Olama to call Rishra dar-ul-harb, t¢., a country of kafirs against 
whom it is lawful to make war or jihad. Not to speak of the sacrifice, the 
Musalmans of the place were allowed neither to say their Id namas nor 
even to offer up their daily Farz namah in the magid. It is doubtful if such 
a og ever before took place in any part of the country under British rule. 
The following narrative will show that what has just been written is perfectly 
well founded :— 
The Hindus of Rishra took objection to the sacrifice of cows by Musalmans, 
and before the Bakr-id day informed the police and the Sub-divisional Officer, 
Mr. Lister, that a serious riot was likely to take place in connection with the 
cow- killing ceremony. This led Mr. Lister to probibit the cow-slaughter and 
to place a police force in the maqid. The Musalmans asked Mr. Lister to 


* 
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reconsider his order, saying that they had all along sacrified cows in Rishra 


without hindrance. They also brought to his notice the fact that the place of 
sacrifice was well shut out by enclosures from public view, and assured him that 
they had nointention of woundi 
sacrifice in public. But Mr, Lister not only refused to listen to their just 
prayer, but in order to prevent disturbance sent the Imam of the masjid, against 
whom no charge had been brought, to Aqjut. Tho Musalmans then engaged 
Mr. Abdur Rahim, a barrister, and Maulvi Muhammad Mustapha Khan, a Vakil, 
to plead their case before Mr. Lister. On arrival at Serampore, these two 
gentlemen heard that Mr. Lister was proceeding to the place which had been 
fixed for the sacrifice, and they also proceeded thither. Shortly after their 
urrival there, Mr. Lister arrived accompanied by a Police Inspector, some 


jamadars, and a body of armed constables, and took his seat in a room near the 


masjid. He then sent for a number of Hindus and Musalmans, whose names 


were given him by the Inspector, and appointed them special constables for th 
Bakr-il days. Mr. Abdur Rahim informed Mr. Lister ‘that he had pst e ne aioe 


something on behalf of the Musalmans which would enable him to judge the 
situation rightly and take the right course. Mr. Lister, however, refused to 
hear him, and said that his order prohibiting cow-slaughter could not be modified 
or withdrawn. With great excitement he went on to say that he would have 
no hesitation in shooting down any man ‘who should disobey bis order. After 


ng the feelings of the Hindus by performing the 
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is, at the insistence and importunity of Mr. Rahim, he went to inspect the 
2 of sacrifice; and though he tand oe a was „ that 3 
could have any objection against it, yet repea ormer reply. 
All the arg’ 2 thet kl. Rahim used to prove that Mr. Lister's order — 
unjust and illegal produced no change in the Magistrate's view of the matter. 
Mr. Rahim then told Mr. Lister that he would submit a petition on behalf 
of the Musalmans. Mr. Lister consented to receive a petition at his cutch 
at 3 o’clock, but told Mr. Rahim in anticipation that he would not grant the 
Musalmans’ prayer, nor allow any discussion. : 
At the appointed time Mr. Rahim made bis application, which was at 
once rejected. The Magistrate told the barrister that it would be mere waste 
of time to bring forward arguments, as he was determined to uphold his order 
till the Bakr-id was over. In the course of the conversation he also said 
that it was under instructions from the District Magistrate and other 
superior officers, and not of his own motion, that he had passed the order 
inst the Musalmans, with whom he had every sympathy; that he was 
0 bliged to adopt the course he had taken on receiving special instruc- 
tion from his superior officer at a late hour on the night of the 28rd May; 
and that he could not adopt a different course now without orders from that 
officer. -On Mr. Rahim’s applying for copies of the petition and of the order 
d thereupon, in order that he might see the District Magistrate with them, 
r. Lister said that no good would result from his seeing that officer. 
Mr. Rabim's prayer to inspect the record of the case was, also, rejected, Mr. 
Lister telling him that there was nothing on the record except a police report 
and a letter from the Police Commissioner. Mr. Rahim then asked Mr. Lister 
to release Nazir Miah, the Imam of the mugjid, on bail, as the man had been put 
in najut without any fault. Mr. Lister hesitated and then said that there was 
a charge against him of having attempted to create a disturbance. Mr. Rahim 
again pressed the Joint-Magistrate to allow him to inspect the record, and on 
failing to obtain an inspection, requested him to give him a verbal account of its 
contents. Meeting with a refusal to this also, he again pressed Mr. Lister to 
release the Imam on bail, as no charge had been brought against him which did 
not allow of his being so released. To this Mr. Lister replied that he was 
expecting some telegraphic communication from the Magistrate, and on recei 
of it he would inform Mr. Rahim of what he could do or not do. He then said 
to Mr. Rahim, To speak plainly, my motive is clear to you,” and left the 
cutcherry, repeating more than once that every one who made a sacrifice during 
the Bakr-id would be shot down under the orders he had received from his 


superior officer. 


8. The same paper says that but for the protection given them by the 


55 police, the Musalmans of Old Malda would have 
F . 1 the sacrifice of a cow in the 
local Jumma Masjid on the occasion of the Bar- id. But failing to prevent cow- 
slaughter, the Hindus of the place have begun to persecute their Musalman 
townsmen in various ways. The Malda correspondent of this paper says that 
not only have the Hindu shop-keepers of Old Malda made a strike against 
Musalman customers, and the Hindu residents dismissed their Musalman 
servants, but the distribution of medicines to Musalman patients has also been 
discontinued at the local charitable dispensary. It is hoped that the Magistrate 
of the district will enquire into the last mentioned matter, as the dispensary has 
been established with the general rate-payers’ money, and a Musalman is as 
much entitled to receive medicine asa Hindu. The persecution to which the 
Musalmans of Old Malda have been subjected by the Hindus should, however, 
convince the former of the necessity of self-help. It may be remembered that 
on one occasion the Musalmans of Delhi were boycotted by the Hindu shop- 
keepers of that town. The Musalmans, after suffering inconvenience for some 


days, opened shops on their own account and took to trade as a profession, and 
have e the Hindus in their own line. & protession, 


9. The Dacca Gazette of the 8th June asks if the Monohari police in the 


; 3 Dacca district knows anything of the havoc’ which 
geet 8 eee inte Doses cholera: hes heen * among the few 


residents of mauza Rudradi, only two miles from 
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hana. The village contains only twenty or twenty-five families, and among 
2 about two 8 occurred in the course of a month. 
10. The Dainił- o- Sumac har Chandrika of the 9th June has the following: — parm-o-sanacaan 
F It is in India alone that the Musalmans show a 3 , 
Cow. killing riots in India. dogged obstinacy in killing cows on the occasioeœnn 
of the Bakr-id festival, and even in India it is the lower class Musalmans that 
are the most obstinate in this * By Good and educated Musaimans:are never 
seen to persist in cow-killing. How many cows are killed during the Bakr-id — 
festival in the house of the Dacca Nawabs? A respectable Musalman of 
Muzaffarpur writes that it is the lower class Musalmans alone that are in the 
habit of killing cows to celebrate the Bakr-id festival. In Arabia, the birth- 
lace of the Musalman religion, and in other Musalman countries, such as Turkey, 1 
and Afghanistan, cows are never killed on the occasion of this festival. T a 
Pioneer would make us understand that the Musalmans have learned to eat cow- Hie 
flesh from low-caste Hindus like the Muchi. This is not an unassailable state- 1 
ment, but it is an indisputable fact that cow-killing is very much prevalent in 
India. And there is reason why this is so. The Musalman conquerors of India 
saw that the Hindus worshipped the cow and that the least injury done to that 
animal almost broke their hearts. The Musalmans of those days thought that it 
was the dictate of their religion to persecute the Hindus and wound their 
religious feeling. They took to cow. killing simply with the object of wounding 
Hindu feeling. In this way the Indian Musalmans have become so much | 
addicted to cow-killing, But wise Musalman rulers like Akbar understood that 1 
it washighly impolitic to allow the Musalmans to indiscriminately kill cows and ine 
thereby create disaffection among Hindus. During the rule of Akbar and his N 
successors, who were not all Hindu-haters like Aurengzebe, cow-killing was 
restricted to a very large extent—certainly much more restricted that it is under 
British rule. The English are cow-eaters, and hundreds of cows are killed every 
day for the British soldiers in India. This enables Musalmans to kill cows 
without let or hinderance. Of late years they have shown unprecedented 
activity in killing cows, andin this they have always got the —— of many 
Euro officials. Lieutenant-Governors like Sir Charles Elliott and Sir 
Charles Crosthwaite encouraged cow-killing as no other Lieutenant-Governor 
before them did. Sir Antony MacDonnell as the Officiating Lieutenant- ie 
Governor of Bengal attempted to control cow-killmg, but his well-meant : | Hi i 
measures offended the Musalmans, some of whom formed the so-called Reform 1 
Association” with the avowed object of protesting against Sir Antony 4 
Mac Donnell's cow-killing policy. When Sir Charles Elliott came back, that . 
Association prevailed upon him to upset Sir Antony's conciliatory policy. In 1 
fact, the two Charleses did their best to encourage cow-killing. But that state iti 
of things has now been changed. Sir Alexander Mackenzie is now the Lieut- inte 
enant-Governor of Bengal and Sir Antony MacDonnell is the Lieutenant- a. 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces. They are just and strong- 
minded rulers. We hope that the Musalmans will not be able to win 
them. It was through the vigilance and efforts of Mr. Lister that a cow-killing 
riot was prevented in Serampore. The Serampore Musalmans had entered into 
a conspiracy to kill cows on the occasion of the Bakr-id festival, and the Titagar 
Musalmans caught the contagion of their fanaticism. If Mr. Lister had not |e 
taken timely steps to prevent cow-killing in Serampore, matters would have 1 
assumed serious proportions. There would have taken place a large riot in 1 
which hundreds would have been killed. There was cow-killing in onnagar, 
and a riot would have broken out there had not Mr. Lister a peared in person, 5 (iy 
thrown oil on troubled waters, and assured the Hindus of his protection. Mr. . 
Lister has entitled himself to the gratitude of all peace-loving’ people, and the , 
Musalmans of the Reform Association are doing great harm to their cause by 1 
their spleen — him. They ought to praise rather than censure | it 
him. It is true that Mr. Lister had the eager placed under guard, but he did i 
not prevent the Musalmans from offerin eir prayers there. He did not | im 
interfere with the performance of their religious ceremony. It cannot be denied | 
that the Musalmans of Serampore had made up their minds to slaughter cows in i 
a place where cows have never been slaughtered. Sir Alexander Mackenzie is i 
not ignorant of the state of things in this country, and it will not take him long | 
to understand that the reform of the“ Reform Association” means wounding 
Hindu feeling by the slaughter of cows. | 
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) Working of the Cour is. 


11. In reference to the case in which a zamindar of on nj in the 
1 „ N M e N Baduri was 
A wrong conviction owing to a convic r. Care N the Su i visio Offi 

Wann 1 ese undder — 344 of as Penal Code, bet Bes sit 
on appeal, acquitted by the Sessions Judge of Mymensingh, to whose file the case 
was transferred by the High Court, the Charu Mihir of the lst June asks, who 
is responsible for the expense and harassment to which the accused was subjected 
by reason of Mr. Carey, whoadmitted his ignorance of Bengali, putting a wrong 
interpretation on the complainant's deposition? The case was instituted in 
Jeter 1894, and it was only the other day that the accused got his 
acquittal. ee 


12, The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 2nd June complairs of the conduct of a 


Judge in a Bihar district. A local zamindar one 
e er e ere day met the Judge walking on the road in front of 
the Court. The zamindar did not know the Judge and did not, therefore, salaam 


him, for which fault the Judge had him arrested and brought to the Court 
room, where, in the presence of a large number of people, the poor zamindar was 
roundly abused; and he was let off with a warning only when he begged the 
Judge's pardon on his knees. What was the fault of the zamindar? He did not 
salaam the Judge because he did not know him. It is a pity that a Judge 
should lose his temper and act in this unwarrantable manner. 


13. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 3rd June complains that in defended 

: „ suits tried by Mr. A. C. Mitra, First Munsif of. 
Ran First Munsif Berhampore, in the Murshidabad district, if the 
ö pleaders on both sides do not find time to address 

their arguments on the same day that the examination of witnesses closes, the 
munsif appoints no day for hearing the pleaders, but some day, which may be 
a fortnight or even a month later, he calls upon the pleaders to argue without 
giving them any previous notice, and will not listen to any excuse. This 


practice of the munsif seriously inconveniences the pleaders and inflicts loss 
on the parties. 


14. The same paper draws the attention of the District Judge of Mur- 


shidabad to the fact that a strange discrepancy in 
An irregular ice of the 


A the matter of dates is found in some decrees made 
i aed ge outa by the Civil Courts in that district. One date is 


found at the bottom of the decree, where the form 
given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this day of 


18 „* is written, and a different date is found under the Dakim’s signature. 
This discrepancy 3 arises from the circumstance that the decree- 
muharrir puts in the form the date on which it is filled up, and the Hakim 
writes below his signature the date of the signing of the decree, which may 
be some days after the preparation of the decree by the mubarrir. But from 
whatever cause arising, the discrepancy misleads parties about the date from 
which the period for appeal is to 5 computed. The decree-muharrir ought 
to give the date in the torm just before the decree is signed by the Hakim. 


15. The Hituvadi of the 5th June says that no pleader has been ap 


. ged 
or either side in the investigation of the charge 
The investigation of the charge 


. of alleged bribery against Baba Syamapada Chau- 
Waun, Deputy Magistrate of dhuri. The investigation is, therefore, in a manner, 


a private one. As many people were trying to 
hush up the matter, the writer suggested a public investigation. 
16. The same paper cannot understand how the Deputy Magistrate, 


Mr. C. N. Banerji, has managed to remain at 
3 JB 2 8 Deputy Howrah for about twelve years against the transfer 


rules of Government. 


17. The same paper hears that Mr. Handley, the District Judge of 
„ Alipore, is in the habit of declaring a case decreed 
Si" ot Judge or dismissed before writing judgment. This prac- 


_  ._ tice is not only illegal, but extremely mischievous. 
This Mr. Handley is said to be a brother of Mr. Handley „the Chief Judge of 
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the Calcutta Small Cause Court. A worthy brother, indeed! For Mr. 
Handley, the District Judge, has as little regard for the rules and laws of 
Government as hig brother, the Chief Judge. But the Alipore functionary 
should remember that a District Judge is not permitted to do what a Small 
Cause Court Judge may often do with impunity. oc Bee 
18. The same paper has praised Mr. Wheeler for preventing a ‘riot at. 
: _  Chapra on the occasion of the last Bakr-3d, 
Mr. Wheeler, District Magis- Unlike the Musalmans, who greatly resented the 
e action of Mr. Lister in detaining à Musalman in 
haut on the same occasion, the writer rather praises Mr. Wheeler for haying 
detained some Hindus in hajut on that occasion, witha view to prevent a 
breach of the peace. But Mr. Wheeler, it is said, is now wrongly issuing 
warrants against the local zamindars known as the Mejo Babus and against 
many other respectable persons. He has also authorised the police to search 
people’s houses. Mr. Wheeler should remember the oppression that was 
committed by the police at Basantapur in the course of house search. 


19. The same paper says that Mr. Ainslie, the Subdivisional Officer of 
ovindapur, in the Manbhum district, is Munsif, 

Deputy Magistrate and Collector—everything in 
one. On the 9th May last, he put up a notice to 
the effect that he would hold his Court at Chirkunda, 18 miles east of Govinda- 

ur, on the 11th, and probably also on the 12th May, and informed everybody 
in Court that he would hold court in the mufassal also from 14th to 18t 
May. Onthe 11th May, departing from his usual practice of taking up civil 
suits at 11 A. M., he took up such cases first of all, and most of the parties 
concerned not being present, dismissed 7 out of the 9 cases he took up 
that day. On the 12th, 3 out of the 6 cases taken up shared the same fate. 
As Court was held on the 18th at Govindapur, and there was therefore little 
opportunity for dismissing cases, no civil or revenue case was taken up. On 
the 14th, Court was again held in the mufassal, and Mr. Ainslie again took up 
his destructive attitude. On the 15th, Court was to be held at Sirjuga, but 
it was held at a village more than a mile from that place, and 4 out of the 8 cases 
taken up were dismissed. The next day Court was held at Dhanbad, but people 
having by this time profited by experience, Mr. Ainslie could not that day make 
any havoc worth recording. On the 18th, Court was held at Nibasa, six 
miles west of Govindapur. No notice had been given that Court would be held 
in the mufassal after the 18th. Mr. Ainslie, nevertheless, held Court at Nibasa 
for six days and spoiled as many cases as he could. On the 25th and 26th 
Court was again held at Chirkunda. Two other circumstances deserve notice in 
this connection. Mr. Ainslie had issued the order that witnesses must be 

roduced at 7 a.M. But it is impossible to produce witnesses at so early an 
— in the mufassal, because the place at which Court is going to be held has 
to be enquired about before it can be found, and because witnesses are not 
disposed to walk on foot like the parties. On the 21st May, however, 
Mr. Ainslie dismissed two cases simply on the ground that witnesses had not been 
produced at 7 a.m. The parties reported that their witnesses had come, but to 
no purpose. On the 25th Court was held at Taldanga, a mile from Chirkunda, 
although notice had been previously given that Court would be held at the 
latter place. The result was that when cases were taken up, the parties were 
not present. Four cases were dismissed that day. 5 
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Mr. Ainslie, Subdivisional Offi- 
cer of Govindapur. 


Hava, 
June 6th, 1806; 


HITAVADI 


This will show how Mr. Ainslie is ye Bes the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
ssal. : 


orders about the trial of cases in the mufa If His Honour makes an 
enquiry, the above statements will be proved to the letter. If the prestige of 
the executive requires that even his own orders should be disregarded, why 
does the Lieutenant-Governor pass any orders at all? : 


20. The same paper finds fault with the Government orders appointing 
the three selected Subordinate Judges as Assis- 
tant Sessions Judges. In the first place, it was 


wrong to appoint them temporarily, for it is not 
stated in the Government resolution that they are to be temporarily 


The appointment of the Assis- 
tant Sessions Judges. 


Sppointed, In the second place, Subordinate Judges being all men of proved - 


ty, and one of that body, Babu Brajendra Kumar Seal, having already 
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proved a great success in the capacity of District and Sessions Judge, no trial 


‘was necessary in the present case. In the third place, the arrangement is 


unsatisfactory even as a provisional measure, for as the temporary Sessions 
Judges will have to do the work of the Subordinate J udges as well, they ‘will 


find little time to devote to their new work. In short, the result of this 
arrangement must be that either their work as Sessions Judges or their work as 
Subordinate Judges will suffer wholly or in part, for the work of a Sessions 
Judge is too heavy to bear any addition. Government can, indeed, hoodwink 
the High Court by employing the selected officers to do only Sessions work, It 
can also throw dust in the eyes of the public by employing them to try only 
civil cases. But the work will suffer either way Government should avoid 
this difficulty by appointing three new Subordinate Judges. 10 


21. The Sansodhini of the 5th June complains that the arrangement by 
1 srg the i 0 er work in * — district 
istribution of judicial work in has been divided among the Deputy Magistrates 
3 according to the number of diate” hes not in an 
way benefited litigants. The quantity of judicial work is not the same in a 
the thanas, and the result is that while one thana may have a heavy file to be 
disposed of, another thana may have no work at all. Soone Deputy Magis- 
trate may be hard pressed for time while another may have nothing to do. 
The practice in other districts is that the District Magistrate takes all petitions 
and then distributes them equally among the Deputy Magistrates. This 
ractice was some time ago in force in Chittagong, and it is not known why it 
hes been abandoned. eee 


22. The Sessions Judge of Jessore passed capital sentence on a man 
convicted of murdering his nephew, but the High 

mene, Sentence in the Jessore Court commuted that sentence into one of trans- 
ortion for life. Referring to this case, the 
Bangavasi of the 6th June observes that the nephew had called his uncle sala,’ 
wife’s brother, by way of abuse. To call an uncle sala is very great provoca- 
tion in this country. The Sessions Judge of Jessore, who is a European, did not 


certainly know this. „„ 


23. Mr. Rattray, observes the Sanjivani of the 6th June, has been the 
Subdivisional Officer of Giridih for a long time. 
Giridhi has many European and Eurasian residents, 
and that is most probably the reason why a Euro- 
ean Subdivisional Officer has been placed there for a pretty long time. 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Giridhi. | 


Mr. Rattray has opened a charitable dispensary in Giridih in his own name. 


His object is philanthropic and highly commendable, but the public cannot 
always approve the lines on which such institutions are conducted. Subscrip- 


tions for charitable purposes are almost like taxes when they are raised under 


official pressure. When a Judge or a Magistrate is connected with such an 
institution, the litigants in his Court contribute in the belief that they will 
thereby please him, and prejudice him in their favour. The people of this 
country are not educated enough to make a distinction between the private 
and the public life of an individual. Most people in Giridih do not, and 
cannot, make any distinction between Mr. Rattray as a private individual 
and Mr. Rattray as a Subdivisional Officer. Mr. Rattray, therefore, ought 
not to have any connection whatever with the collection of subscriptions for 
the Rattray Charitable Dispensary, and he ought to prevent any reflection from 
being cast upon his reputation or upon the reputation of a British Court of 
justice. | OF SP 
24. The Dacca Prakash of the 7th June complains that great oppressions 
a are being committed in the criminal courts in Dacca. 
tran of Br of Mr. Shirres, Magis. Mr. Shirres has passed an order requiring every 
5 witness who fails to appear at Court before ten 
o'clock on the W day to make an affidavit setting forth the cause of 
delay. But as Hindus take only one meal during daytime and that at midday, 
it is a hardship to Hindu witnesses, especially to those who come from 
mufassal, to require them to attend so early. The making of an affidavit also 
means some cost which the party summoning a witness must pay. 
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25. The Sanyiveni of the 6th June says that the diet in Indian jails is ve 


Page unsatisfactory. For this, however, 
W jsil ment is not so much to blame as t 


* 5 . 
1. *. 0 
f su | 
a N 


_ jail officers, These men often misappropriste t 
food of the prisoners, who rarely get the quantity of food fixed by ail Code. 


This evil can be removed only if a larg 
are appointed visitors of jails. The r 
over the conduct of the jail superintendents and other subordinate jait officers. 


ei 
aa 
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number of non-official native gentlemet 


110 


(d) — Education. : 


26. The Hitavadé of the 5th June says that every officer in the Education 
; Department is not fit to discharge the duties of 
ee ea In- Inspector of Schools. Such educational officers, 
ee a therefore, as are proficient in the art of inspection 
should be selected for the Assistant Inspectorships of Schools that are shortly to 
— 2 The appointment of clerks and head masters in that capacity 
ill not do. = 

A correspondent of the same paper observes as follows on the rule that the 
students of the third class of an upper primary 
got? Lower Primery Eramina. school will not be promoted to the second class or 
allowed to present themselves for the” upper pri- 

mary examination, if they do not pass the Lower Primary examination :— 

1) This rule will injure the cause of primary education. 

2) The 1 test in the Lower Primary Examination is made 
unduly severe. The questions are too difficult for the little 
candidates, and no less than half the number of total marks is 
allotted to the subject. wea 

(8) It is said that those who are now reading in the first class of an upper 
rimary school, nay, even those who have been plu in the 

Upper Pri examination, will have to pass the lower 

primary examination before they can be permitted to go 


m for the Upper Primary examination. This rule is clearly 
absurd. | 


27. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 6th June cannot 
understand what Government means by asking the 
— * „ education movement committee of Muhammadan gentlemen, who wish 
ong Muhammadans. to establish a school for the education of Muham- 
madan girls, to give a guarantee for at least thirty girls of respectable birth, and 
not for thirty girls from any class or classes whatever. Is it not an indication 
of the Government’s unwillingness to move in the matter? If the pro 
school intends to teach only Arabic, Persian and Urdu, there is no necessity for 
it so far as girls of r ble families are concerned, for no respectable 
Musalman will send his girls to a public school for instruction in languages 
which can be sufficiently well taught at home, if parents be only solicitous for 
their daughters’ education. 


If, again, it is proposed to impart an English education, the leaders of the 
female education movement cannot commit a greater mistake than to establish 
such a school. Before founding an English school for Muhammadan giris, these 
gentlemen should consider the state of English education among Muhammadan 
boys. How many Musalman candidates pass the Entrance, First Arts and B. A. 
Examinations every year? At the Entrance Examination, not more than three 
to four pe cent. of Musalman candidates have been found to be successful 
during the last few years. It will, indeed, take the Muhammadans a long time 
to come near the Hindus in English education. Can any one, then, contend 
that the time for establishing English schools for Muhammadan girls has 
arrived? The leaders of the movement should give up the idea of establishing 
a girls’ school, and devote their energy to a wider spread of English education 
among Muhammadan boys, They meg fee their efforts, for instance, to the 
establishment of a free school for poor Muhammadan boys in the metropolis. _ 
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Cuaru MIHIR. 


Salach, 
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Financial Secretary, Mr. Risley, after 


„ 
28. The Dainił- o- Samac lar ee K. the * 2 oy yg it is 
. a gradually becon impossible for et 
The Calentia Medical College. FT tT. studies in the Oalontta. Med: ical allege. 
Dr. Bomford’s rules are already too hard for the students, and a new rule h 
lately been enforced, under which not more than one hundred students will 
henceforth be admitted into the College. The rule is so strange that one can 
hardly believe that it has been really enforced. But it is a fact that it has 
been enforced. The Calcutta Medical College is thus going to be closéd 
against many desirous to prosecute their studies there. Dr. Bomford’s hard. 
and-fast rules have ei driven many to go to the Lahore Medical College. 
Last year forty-five students got themselves admitted into that College, and 
twenty-five of them came from Bengal. The College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Calcutta has been opened in an opportune moment. All well- 
wishers of the country should see that it prospers and becomes, in course of 
time, a successful rival of the Calcutta Medical College, whose sway there is 
now none to dispute. There is no other way of bringing a high-handed 
Principal like Dr. Bomford to his senses. : sti 


Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Sansodhini of me st May 17 0 fat magn, tanks are 7 to 

| : in Patiya, in the Chittagong district, people never 

ee aE Ce See ee the trouble of clearing or * them, 
5 and the residents have, therefore, been long suffer- 
ing from malaria, caused by the drinking of impure water. Water-scarcity is 
also felt in Dakbin, Bhursi and Paraipara. The people of Fatikchhari suffered 
for some time in consequence of a breach in the embankment of the Dhrung 
canal carrying off its water into the Halda river. The Dis‘rict Board doing 
nothing to rectify the matter, the people themselves repaired the breach, and 
have sufficient water now. But the people of the villages near Nejampur, and 
those of Sahedpur, Naherpur, Pathacota, Maliasas, Purana, Mithanala Baman- 


sundar and a number of others are still severely suffering. 


30. The Charu Mihir of the lst June has been alarmed at the proposal of 
The le Gr. fresh taxation for water-supply. Nothing can be 
tion. nnn ]“ greater hardship to a poor country like this than 
For its people to be obliged to pay a water-tax. 
Again, after the use which has been made of the road-cess money, no reliance 
can be placed on the assurance given by Government that the proceeds of a 
water tax would not be spent for any other purpose than water-supply. | 
The proposal to levy taxes upon processions and marfiages clearly indicates 
an intention to impose taxes on all domestic ceremonies. A strong protest 


should be made against the incorporation of this suggestion in the L oal Self- 
Government Act. | 


31. A correspondent of the same paper com 


lains of the sufferings of the 
Water scarcity in « village in People of Karua, in the Tangail subdivision of the 


the Mymenanghe district. ymensingh district, from water-scarcity. There 

is not a single good tank or well in the village, or 
a stream or canal near it. The District and Local Boards should take pity upon 
these poor villagers. | 


82. The Sahachar of the 8rd June writes as follows dei 


The proposal of water-supply and sanitary 
The water-supply Hesolution. improvement, made by Sir Aletundes Mackenzie, 


io, undoubtedly, a noble proposal which bespeaks His Honour’s anxiety for the 


welfare of his subjects. But the question is, will the people be able to bear the 
burden of further taxation? It is hoped that the Divisional Commissioners to 
whom Government’s ‘proposal has been circulated for opinion, will keep this 
point in mind in expressing their views. It is most fortunate for the people of 
Bengal al that the present Lieutenant-Governor has ascribed the origin of the 
various diseases which this province suffers to bad drinking water. The 


conclusion, insists upon the necessity of giving his reasons for coming to this 
drinking water for the mufassal y of providing a permanent supply of good 


people. There is no difference of opinion 
upon this subject, and the only question for consideration is how to Pests such 
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ly of water. Mr. Risley has discussed the. question of ways and means. 
22 that, according to the Lieutenant - Governor, the sources of inoome 
which can be now drawn a: for water-suppl » namely, ( 1) private liberality, 
(2) loans under the Land Improvement. Act, (3) funds raised by Union Com- 
mittees under section 118 of the Local Self-Government Act, and (4) the road- 
dess Will be, singly as well as collectively, insafficient for the needs of a growing 
population, In this His Honour is perfectly right; and he has, therefore, 
proposed the imposition of new taxes. Seeing the urgent.and pressing need for 
water - supply, everybody ought to gladly pay such taxes, if they are necessary. 
But, considering that the construction and repair of the larger roads are a 
charge upon the Provincial and not upon | revenues, the surplus of the 
road cess, after constructing and repairing village roads, ought to go a great 
way towards water-supply. This surplus, spent from year to year, will be 
enough to fill the gels og with tanks and wells. And after a sufficient 
number of tanks and wells have been excavated, it will be onl 3 
remove their silt from time to time, and add to their number as the growth of 
the population requires; but that will not involve much expense. Woe wep oy 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is to be thanked for making over to the District 
Boards a portion of the ferry receipts. But his proposal to levy taxes upon 
processions and marriages does not meet with the writer’s approval. Govern- 
ment’s decision about the imposition of these taxes will depend upon the way 
in which the proposal is accepted by the public. But the writer thinks that 
Government will become unpopular by imposing them. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie is a real well-wisher of Bengal, and it is not desirable that he 
should, by reason of any act of his, become unpopular. Sir George Canipbell 
became unpopular by proposing à marriage-tax. arriage is a religious cere- 
mony among the Hindũs; it is one of the ten eunskars or religious ceremonies 
by which every Hindu must effect his purification. To impose a tax upon 
such a ceremony will, therefore, be highly improper. The grambhati, a payment 
which the bride’s party realise from that of the bridegroom on the occasion of a. 
marriage may be utilised by Union Committees for the purpose of water-supply. 
The country’s opinion on the subject ought to be taken. ae tax on the. Pee ok — 
tion of burawaris, upon which a good deal of money is spent, and which is not, 
in any way, connected with religion, would also be a good idea. Government 
should seriously consider this er 1. If a fourth part of the money which is 
spent wey — upon such celebrations can be taken for water supply, much 
good will be done. S ce Hee es 
33. The Hitavadi of the n writes as follows :— aie ties dross ak 

: | nable to hit upon. any. other expedient for 
moving water — 3 — — to 
| | impose fresh faxes. It has also directed each 
District Board to spend five thousand rupees every year for the removal of 
water scarcity. But this expenditure will be much too inadequate for the 
purpose, and seeing that a crore of rupees must be required for all Bengal, 
fresh taxation will not yield much. Neither an annaprasan tax, nor an 
upanayan tax, nor even a marriage tax will bring sufficient money for the 
purpose. ‘I'he mere proposal that there should be fresh imposts has disquieted 
the people, and it is no wonder that it should have such an effect in a country 
where the great body of the people are finding themselves more and more 
unable to procure their daily food, either by trade or by manufacture or by 
will 


service. One poison may be an antidote for another, but scarcity of water 
never be removed by scarcity of food. 25 hae gti ln 
We, therefore, approach Sir Alexander Mackenzie to-day with a humble 
scheme for the removal of this evil, which will necessitate no fresh taxation, 
and we hope that it will find acceptance with His Honour. 
Let the District Boards be authorised to make a loan of one crore of 
rupees at 34 per cent. Sir Alexander Mackenzie has generously proposed to 
lace Government’s share ‘of the income from ferries at the disposal of the 
istrict Boards for the purpose of removing water scarcity. Let this money, 
which is 4 lakhs a year, be assigned to those Boards for a period of 25 years. 
In this way the principal will be cleared off in 25 years. „ 
There 1 be also no new tax to pay off the interest. The District 
Boards will have their present Rs. 5,000 a year, and the interest on the yearly 


4 lakhs up to the 25th year. 


Pw ³·¹ AA A e 


8 


eR ) 


This is 1; 1 rough statement we make. Financial experts should be able 
to frame nee heme for the discharge of ~ loan. Government can 
save the people of Bengal only by accepting our plan. BE Ss ERS Ere 

Bawaavast, 34. 9 Bangavass of the 6th June learns th “| a 1 of the 
ane 6th, 1896. 1 tatesman newspaper that a woman of Adrasa, a 
| : Water 1 1 in Bardwen. valage near Bodbad in the Burdwan district, had 
WG to go very lately to a distant village. Coming back from that vi 


that village she lost 
ia her way and entered a v where she did not find-a drop of water to drink, 
iW She died from thirst and 


, * 


er dead body was found under a tree. Will the 
Magistrate of Burdwan make an enquiry into the complaint of the Statesman’s 
correspondent and let the public know how far it is true? We ask the Burdwan 
Magistrate to make such an enquiry chiefly because it is stated in the official 
report that there is no water scarcity in Burdwan. _ ) hk Ve 
Banoavasi. 35. Correspondents of the same paper complain of water scarcity in the 
PROS mufassal. Scarcity of water is vie cong felt in 
44 Water tn the mata, . Fatehpur in the Birbhum district. ere is a small 
1 quantity of water in only two tanks in the entire village, but this water is 
if muddy and polluted. In Purbanpara in the Howrah district, water scarcity is 
Ak not less keenly felt. The whole village has to depend upon the water in the 
ck two tanks of the Kundu Babus. 5 oye 
4 Banoavatt. 36. The same paper 332 5 the * f 2 —— 3 
. „are making the owners o uted tanks and wells 
K . dem over to the District Board. It is 
| 8 doubtful whether water scarcity in the mufassal 
will be removed, but it is certain that the authorities have found an occasion for 
oppressing the people. : 1 . 
ganz wan, 37. The Saayjivant of the 6th June complains that the Saran officials 
June Oth, 1896. | ieee are forcing people to hand over their tanks and 
wo officials in the water wells under a signed contract to the District Board. 
Will the Lieutenant-Governor inquire into the 
truth of this allegation? It is true that there is great water-scarcity in the 
country, but that is no reason why people should be forcibly — of their 


Sans ant. 38. The same paper makes the following observations on the proposed 
water taxation :— } 
R It will take us some time to mature our opinion 
on the proposed water- taxation. It goes without saying that the prevailing 
ae | water scarcity in the mufassal must somehow or other be removed. The 
1 e Lieutenant Governor has proposed a scheme with a view to remove this water 
scarcity, and we ask the thinking public to carefully consider His Honour’s 
proposal and help bim in finding out a solution of this vexed question. It is 
ne that we should criticise the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal at some 
length and judge it on its merits. : . ; 
_. Meanwhile, we have a proposal of our own to make to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor. The landholders should be made to remove water scarcity 
from their lands. It is the clear duty of the zamindars to promote the fertility 
1 of the soil, and remove all the disadvantages which their raiyats have to labour 
4a under. That the zamindars have to pay the road and public works cesses is no 
N reason why they should not improve the water-supply in their zamindaris. 
The ratyats, too, pay these cesses, and sometimes more than their share thereof. 
The zamindars enjoy the benefit of roads and public works along with other 
people, and the payment of these cesses does not certainly exonerate them 
e duty of removing water scarcity. Moreover, it is not only the clear 
duty but the clear interest aleo of the zamindars to dig tanks and wells in their 
| zamindaris. Raiyats will naturally flock to that zamindari where there is 
fer provision for water - supply. It is not certainly fair that the zamindars 
* ah d. enjoy the benefit of improved water-supply brought about by other 
1 | people’s money. If any tax is to be imposed for the purpose of improving 


water-supply, let it be imposed on the zamindars and by all means let it not be 
a taxon land. For, in that case, the zamindars will make the ratyats pay it. 
39. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 7th June thanks the Lieutenant- 
The proposed water taxation. Governor for his anxiety to improve the water-supply 
ae dec in the mufassal, but objects to the imposition of 
1 fresh taxes for the purpose. People are already ground down by taxation. 


y no more. If the 
ald bo adequate for 


They have to 
road cess 18 not ) 
the purpose of improving water-supply in the mufassal. | 

40, In reference to the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal to impose taxe 
for water-supply, the Dacca Prakash of the 7th June 


many taxes and cesses and th can 
1 to other purposes, its n f 


taxes 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie's pro- 


1 Bengali in order to enable the mass of the people 
to express their opinion on it. The Aengah Gazette exists only in name, 
nothing important being published in it. Itis true, translations of Acts and Bills 
are published in this Gazette, but they are published so long after the 
ublication of the originals in the Calcutta Gazette that people who read them 
in the Bengali Gazette get no time or re to express ‘their views 
thereon. ‘This inconvenience cannot be removed so long as Government's pro- 
posals regarding laws and other matters are not published in the Bengals 
Gazette simultaneously with their es in the Calcutta Gasette. . | 
It has been an immemorial right of the zamindars to levy a royalty on 
marriage, and the royalty is still taken in many places. It would be unjust on 
the part of Government to deprive the zamindars of this old right. Government 
can, however, arrange for the levy of this royalty at double the rate at which 
it is levied by the zamindars, one-half of the proceeds going tothe zamindar 
and the other half being devoted to the execution of local works of public 
utility. 


regrets that a proposal like this is not published in 


A wheel-tax will be a perfectly reasonable impost, because wheeled traffic — 


injures roads more than any other form of traffic. 
should be devoted to the repair of roads. | j } 
The municipalities have various sources of income from which they ‘can 
derive sufficient revenue to meet their liabilities. Any special tax upon 
marriages within municipal areas will lead to frequent oppressions. Cok 
1 — protesting against many of the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposals, 
the writer has 
by which:His Honour has been actuated in bringing them forward. Some 
sacrifice must be made if a large amount of benefit is to be had. Fresh taxes, 


The proceeds of this tax 


however painful, will certainly be a lesser evil than water scarcity, Which takes 


away people's lives and produces among them various diseases. It will not, 
therefore, be a wrong act to levy taxes fur water-supply from those who can 
pay them, and taxes may be levied in all the forms suggested by the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot be ‘toad for proposing’ fresh 
taxes. Indeed, His Honour deserves to be praised in consideration of the noble 
object of water-supply for which he wants to impose new taxes. But there is 
one thing which the people would humbly submit to His Honour. So far, in 
many cases, the proceeds of taxes have not appeared to be devoted to the 
purposes for which they were imposed and for which the people have paid 
them. Ifthe promises made in regard to some of the existing taxes had been 
strictly kept, there. would have been no ground for. objecting to pay taxes 
proposed to be spent upon works of public utility. But the tax-payer has been 
sorely disappointed to find how the proceeds of the road and public works 
cesses have been spent. Since the es sages of those cesses no works of 
importance have been executed which, before their imposition, were not done 
from the provincial revenues. Taking the case of the Dacca district, for 
instance, except a few short roads, no other road has been construeted with road 
cess money, 70 to 75 per cent. of which has been spent in keeping in repair 
the roads which were constructed by Government. There are several places 
in this district where thousands of tax-payers are dying for want of good 
drinking-water. Nothing has been done for their benefit, while the cess they 
have paid has been spent in providing luxuries for the residents of other 
places. Sir Alexander Mackenzie will make an imperishable name for himself 
if he - arrange for the spending of taxes for the sole benefit of those who 
pay them. ; | 


41. A majority of the members of the Dacca District Board, says the 


The Dacca District Board's grant 


to the local Dufferin Hospital of Rs. 1,500 and to the grant of an annual subscrip- 


tion of Rs. 500 in aid of the Dacea Dufferin 
Hospital, on the ground that the people of Dacca have derived no benefit from 


not the least doubt about the beneficent character of the motive 


same paper, objected to the payment of a donation 


Dacca Prakash, 


June 7th, 1896. 
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Dacca PRAKAGn, 


re 


Hie um, 
June 9th, 1896. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 
June 10th, 1896. 


soldiers have to be supplied with 


4 


„ ey 
the institution,.and that the grant by the Board will not increase its usefulness, 


But the Chairman insisted, and the grant was made without taking votes. 
42. The Hitaishi ‘of the 9th June thus comments on the proposed water 


5 2 taxation: — 

nn nm The gordian knot has been cut. The problem 
of water · scarcity has been solved in a way most satisfactory to the Government. 
People will never again venture to bring their grievances to the notice of their 
rulers. They will rather die than cull, in this way, new dangers into 

existence. 5 
The imposition of a water tax has been proposed. The Government puts 
forward the old and stereotyped plea of want of money. Money, however, 
is not wanting when a frontier = has to be undertaken, or British 
nkhas. | rade 
44. The Dainth-o-Sanadher Chandrika of the 10th June has the 
Si Alecandey e ir hiozamder Mackensie has tried : 
„ Ben [seca oo ir Alexander Mackenzie tried to prove 
“pplication of the road jthhat the original object of the Road Cess Act was 
not that the proceeds of the cess should be spent on roads, bridges, and water- 
supply only, and that education and medical charity should be supported from 
other sources of revenue. Mr. Risley has not succeeded in refuting Mr. Dutt's 
arguments against the diversion of the road cess fund. Mr. Dutt is, no doubt, 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s subordinate, but his reason is not, and cannot be 
subordinated to the will of the Lieutenant-Governor or his Secretary. What- 


ever the Lieutenant-Governor or his Secretary may say, it cannot be denied 


that the Government had to meet with a very strong opposition in ing the 
Road Cess Act, and the Duke of Argyll, the then Secretary of State for 


India, had to allay the public feeling against the measure by promising that 
te the funds raised under that Act would be spent within the district on the 
local roads, channels, and rivers, and would not be devoted to any other pur- 
pose.” It is, therefore, quite clear that Mr. Dutt has the Duke of Argyll’s solemn 
promise on his side, when he maintains that the proceeds of the road-cess should 
not be spent on education, medical charity or sanitation. Both justice and 
reason are on the side of Mr. Dutt. But the Lieutenant-Governor lays 
stress on the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, and maintains that as that Act 
has merged the road cess in the District Board Fund, its proceeds can be 
W ge spent on pounds, education, medical relief, famine relief, sanita- 
tion, &c. | 

The Lieutenant-Governor is right, so far as his interpretation of the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act of 1885 is concerned. But it goes without saying 
that this Act has made a very large departure from the principles of the Act of 
1871, and has virtually cast the Duke of Argyll’s promise aside. It has set justice 
and equity at naught, and the Lieutenant-Governor ought not to have lent his 
support to it. No lawcan justify an injustice and no order of the Government 
can make lawful what is clearly unlawful. But unhappily, official conscience 
in this country is coveniently elastic, and public opinion counts for nothing in 
India, It is no wonder, therefore, that the original object of an Act should 
be studiously ignored, and covenants and promises should be honoured more 
in the breach than in the observance. This is the case not with the Road 
Cess Act only. What has been done in the case of the Stamp Act? In direct 
contravention of the principles of that measure, the stamp revenue is spent on 
jails and for other purposes. The famine fund has been diverted to other 


rposes than the one originally intended, namely, famine relief. Lord Lytton 
for be spent it on the Afg n war. 8 8 


In this and many other wayz the Government breaks its own promises, and 
it has of late invented a new principle of taxation. According to this 
principle, it does not matter from what source the revenue is derived. So long 
as you have a particular kind of revenue you can spend it for any purpose you 
like. The Government has absolute authority to spend it in any way and for 
any purpose it thinks fit. The officials who pretend to heneflcentiy rule the 


people, explain the same principle in a more acceptable manner. You must 


want revenue, they say, to carry on the administration, and it does not matter 
from what source the revenue is derived, which is at the disposal of the 
Government. It is better to meet the demand of the administration with the 


(66) 8 


The revenue comes from the people, and is spent for their good, I he Govern- 


ment officials carry nothing home. i Hl vena ie: BAO OUR BLS ie ete 
There is, however, nothing to justify this new-fargled principle of taxa- 
tion. The Government officials know. this. very well, and this is the reason 
why they do not allow the public to criticise their conduct or paint out, its 
injustice. Sir Alexander Mackenzie is a cool-headed Governor, and has tried 
to silence Mr. Dutt with arguments, If any other Lieutenant-Governor had 
been in his place, the Bengali ommissioner would have fared ill and would 
have been 8 to book for having dared to question the justice and equity 
of a Government measure. It is, however, a fact that in England or in any 
other civilised. country, Mr. Dutt's Resolution would have ‘raised: a storm of 
indignation. But in India the officials are absolute masters of the situation: 
They can impose what taxes they like and pent thems for any purpose to. suit 
their convenience. Necessity, moreover, has made the Government unjust. 
It is in eternal want of pence. Its wants are ever multiplying. The home 
charges are increasing and the cost of the Civil Service is gradually growing 
to be ruinous. The military charges exhaust one-third of the revenue. The 
Government cannot make its two ends meet, Ah man has no kindness, 
and there is no crime which he cannot commit. You cannot expect to make 
the Government just and conscientious without lightening the burden on its 
back. But it is next to impossible to do that. You cannot reduce the home 
charges, you cannot curtail the army and frontier expenditure. Lou have no 


control whatever over the finances. Even the Government of India is not free 


to manage its own finances. So long as this state of things will continue, justice 
should not be expected of the Government in the matter of taxation. The 
Government of India is absolutely under the control of the Government at 
home, and it cannot exist for a day if it ever tries to act independently. So it 
is forced to lay the flattering unction to its soul, put the best face upon a bad 
case, and lend a colour of justice to even the most barefaced measure of 
injustice. When even a conscientious Governor like Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
justify the diversion of the road-cess, the state of things must be 


is forced to] 
said to have become desperate. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. sexe 
45. The Hitavadi of the 5th June has received the following letter from 
the office of the Agent of the East Indian Railway 

Company— eet flats 
In replying refer to No. 5149.) 
East IxDIAX Ran war Company’s AGrnt’s OFFIce ; 

CaLcuTra, 
1st June 1896. 


„ A 


A Railway complaint. 


The Editor, Hitavadi, 
70, Colootollah Street, Calcutta. 

Deak Sir, | 

I am directed by the Acting Agent to forward for your information copy 
of report embodying the result of the enquiry into the subject of your repre- 
sentation. % „ 

You will see that the information supplied to you was incomplete, and that, 
in fact, there was no ground whatever for complaint. 

; Yours faithfully, 


H. Woop. 
Copy of a letter No. 4123 of 28th May 1896, from the General Trafic Manager to 
the East Indian Ratlway, Calcutta. fie * ee 


Complaint as to removal from accommodation reserved for females. - 
Your No 4942 of the 25th instant. 7 


In returning enclosures, I beg to explain that it has been found desirable 


in the interests of all concerned to reserve one intermediate class compartment 


on the Chord Mail for European women, and another for native women. 


Hrravabt, 


June 6th, 1896. 
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HUN MatTsZen, 
June let, 1896. 


(be: )- | 
to, nstive ladies were dccupying the Fi 


oom sation by an intending passenger who desired to 
travel in the European compartment, the native ladies were requested to move 
to the oompartment reserved for ladies of this oonttr 7. 15 3 
The Agent says that there is no ground of complaint. But would it not 
have been courteous simply to change labels without compelling the native 
ladies to remove to the compartment reserved for native femal „„ i ok Oat 
446. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette of the 8th June expresses 
wonder that the Dacca District Board and the 
A projected.canal in he Dace’ Narayanganj Local Board did not let the public 
* imine know anything of the scheme about excavating a 
canal from Ghagtia bil through the village Chalakchar in the Narayanganj sub- 
division till the project was actually taken in hand. The following, among other 
mischiefs, will be done to the villages Chalakchar, Tatirdi, Chak Ahmadpur, 
Changan, Lakhpur, Chandanpur, Mijapur, Madhupur and several others, by the 
excavation of a ¢: 
(1) A severe scarcity of drinking water with its attendant evils will make it 
appearance in Nalua and other villages which draw their supply of water from 
he Bil. 4 


2) There will also be scarcity of water for agricultural purposes in 


several villages. 


(8) As the whole _—_ of the canal will lie through fertile arable lands at 
considerable quantity of the latter will be taken up. Many fruit trees will also 
have to be cut down and some raiyats’ huts will have to be remove... 
(4) Diluvial action in the rainy season will do great harm to occupiers and 
owners. oe 

(5) By crossing the important road from Chalakchar to Aralyia Gaynaghat 
the canal will cause great inconvenience to those who use that road. é 


(6) The canal will not be navigable, but will only serve as a drain for the 


outlet of water. 


(7) Its excavation will benefit the owner of the bil by draining it and 
making it fit for-cultivation, but will inflict loss upon a large number of other 


people. 
47. The Chinsura Variavaha of the 7th June complains of the mismanage- 


3 ment of the Bengal Provincial Railway. he 
e e appear to be quite mindful of their 
duty. Among the shareholders there are a large number of poor widows who 
have invested their little all in the Company’s shares. The shares of the Com- 
y are now being sold at six rupees and even less per share. Many poor 
shareholders are thus going to be ruined. The line is not paying, and the 
Directors ought to ascertain why it should be so. The ae” cars are all 
open, und passengers are exposed to the sun and the rain. People are not, 
therefore, very willing to travel in these cars. The Company has not the 
means to replace these cars, and the traffic is therefore very small. When the 
Company was formed, the Directors stood guarantee for the money invested by 
the shareholders. If the line be a failure will the shareholders alone have to 
suffer? Will Raja Peari Mohun Mukharji ere an answer? It is on account of 
their confidence in him that the public purchased the Oompany’s shares. 


(h)— General. 


48. The Hublul Matzen of the 1st June says that from the attitude which 


ee | was taken up by the officials in the Hindu-Musal- 
3 in the late Babr. Ia man quarrels during the late Bakr-Jd it seems that 
they have decided to uphold the cause of the stron 


at the cost of the weak in disregard of the Government’s proclamation that a 


sects and creeds of the Indian people should be allowed freely to observe their 


. eee and religious ceremonies. The Musalmans have reasons to 


e that but for Government’ Shwe wlth She 
could not at all celebrate the fes +d — ates | Musalman subj ects, they 


“fosti 


among them are 


which a cow is 


ister, who deserves the ig“ praise for his conduct, 


there was no fighting, the p 
mans by allowing them to lead the cow intended for slaughter round the bazar 
with the object of insulting Hindu feeling is very much to be regretted. The 
Divisional Commissioner should enquire into the matter, and take steps to 
prevent a repetition of the occurrence in future 

The Hindus possess the virtue of forbearance. ‘They will listen to any 
thing reasouable that Government may tell them with the object of putting a 
stop to these quarrels. As regards the Musalmans, we can say nothing. But 
if Government makes a law prohibiting : 
Hindu households or under the eyes of Hindus, they will certainly see its 
reasonableness. These quarrels cannot be averted without passing such 
alaw, and without an impartial treatment of the two communities by the 
officials. Many people think that it is the Musalman predilections of the 
officials which produce these disturbances. . | 

If our kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor can devise some means for 
putting a stop to these quarrels in Bengal, he will be worshipped as the saviour 
of the country. It is, indeed, high time that Government devised such means, 
and laid the whole country under a debt of gratitude. _ 


50. The Hitavadi of the a 4 une mye 3 the Budh-Gaya question is 

one which can be satisfactorily settled only by a 

nnn law- court. The executive Government 00 

to interfere in the matter. By interfering Government is only kindling à flame. 

The order of the . ra of Gaya that the image 8 be removed was 
u 


iddhists and the order of the Bengal Government that the 

image should remain where it is, is equally oppressive to the Hindus. It is hoped 
that the Government of India will q both these orders. 

51. A correspondent of the same paper says that the employès of the 

The General Post Office General Post Office receive small salaries and have 

employés, to work very hard. The great majority of the 

: clerks receive from Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 a month. But 

some of them have to work from 5-30 a.m. to 3 P.., others from 10 a.m. to 


10 f. u., and others again from 4 P.M. to 2 A. u. But though they have to work 
so hard they seldom receive any increase of salary. 


On the Ist April last, the Director-General of Post Offices, and the Post- 


master-General came to inspect the office, and on entering the sorting room was 


surprised to see the heaps of letters and new rs. The Director-General 
asked the Postmaster of Calcutta, who was imine him the office, how only 
eight persons could possibly sort so many letters. The Postmaster replied 
that the work was done every da oy eight men, who worked standing Prom 
4 P. M. to 4 A. 1. The two au 


oppressive to the B 


orities observed thet it was a very good 


pears to 


Musalmans from killing cows near 


Hrravant, 


June 5th, 1896, 
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and Eurasians in public offices. 


( 


icht to see. and went away. The Postmaster could have, however, put in a 
apt for the sorters, el for an addition to their number. 
The number of postal complaints which are received every day ought to 
show that more men are wanted in the office. Ifthe employts are not made to 
work for so many hours and are allowed a little increase of salary, they can 
work with Bmp energy and care. rae ical 

52. e same paper complains that the Rural 3 of Govinda- 

| pur incurred Mr. Morshead’s displeasure for not 

ee Regis- | able to induce his brother, who is in the ser- 

FF Liaise vice of the Jharia State, to give up his service there: 

The result has been that by Mr. Morshead’s order the Sub- Registrar has been 
transferred to Alda, a place which is 13 or 14 Loses from the nearest railway 
station, and where the profits from registration of documents are smaller than 
at Govindapur. It is hardly necessary to say how the public feel to see a 

responsible officer act in this way and to find Government winking at it. 

53. The Sulabh Daintk of the 6th June says that in many public offices 

great injustice is being done to natives in the giving 
of appointments and promotions. Natives are now 

seldom appointed to clerical posts, which are 
generally given to European and Eurasian assistants in supersession of native 
claims. The number of Eur and Eurasian assistants, too, is largely 
increasing in many offices, and their promotion is more rapid than that of 
native employés. The office of the Comptroller, Post Offices, is an instance in 
point. ere a number of European and Eurasian assistants have been pro- 
moted to high posts within a very short time. There would be no objection to 

Europeans and Eurasians more competent than their native fellow assistants 
being promoted in supersession of the latter’s claims, but are only such Euro- 
peans and Eurasians getting preference now-a-days? , 3 

54. In continuation of its article on the management of the Wards’ 

Estates in Chittagong (R. N. P. of 23rd May 1896, 
cue Peression and discontent in paragraph 46', the Mshir-o-Sudhakar of the 6th 
agong. A. i 
j une, writes as follows:— } 

The estate of Muzuffer Ahmed was brought under the Court’s manage- 
ment in 1892, from which year it has been under that management. But the 
ward is still reading in the seventh class. He is also said to be suffering from 
some eye-disease. If that be the case, why has not the boy been sent to 
Calcutta for treatment? Who will be responsible if he loses his eye-sight for 
want of good treatment ? So much for the present state of the ward’s health 


Favouritism towards Europeans 


and education. The waste and 1 and irregularity which have marked 


ement of his estate will be noticed in due time. 7 
The Manager has now for some years past laid out every year a garden for 
kitchen vegetables at the cost of Fazal Ali Khan’s estate, Chakma Raja’s estate, 
Magam Vas’ estate and Nayantara’s estate. This cost averages three to four 
thousand rupees a year. But nobody, not even the Collector, the Commissioner 
or the Board knows what income isderived from this garden. We are informed 
that one year the income was only Ns. 50. But what is done with the kitchen 
vegetables? A correspondent who was one day present in the Manager’s 
lodgi igs when a few baskets of such vegetables were brought by two coolies, 
says that the Manager sent the greater part of them as a dali to a certain 
a. Magistrate of the place, and kept the remainder for his own use. 

The writer asks Mr. Skrine, the present Commissioner of the Chittagon 
Division, to pay his attention to the affairs of the helpless wards now 3 
under the care of Kailas Babu. 

55. The Sanjivani of the 6th June observes that the appointment of Sir 

ie Solis Alexander Mackenzie to the Lieutenant-Governor- 
chip led the public to hope that cooly recruiting 

abuses would be effectually put an end to and poor co»lies would be saved 
from the tyranny of tho planters. This hope has now been dashed to the 
8 by the statement made by Lord George Hamilt n in the House of 
mons that there is no necessity of amending the Cooly Act. Euro , 
official and non-official, are interested in the tea industry in this country. | It is 
evident that the Secretary of State for India cares more for the welfare of the 
European planters than for the welfare of the poor Indian coolies. Many 


( 61) 


officials of rank condemn the present system of cooly-reoruiting, and even the 


ee of Bite declares hima in favor of tho tox planter 
that the Secretary of State declares if in favour of the tea plant 
„ Len e will not most probably interfere with the Cooly Act, 
6. The Bangavast of the 6th June learns from a Midnapore correspon- 
jack een pe eaten ee 
Midnapore officials interfering tich, for Collector been Issued to all owners o 
with the ethene feral. waz, in that pisos ordering them’ to submit an 
application with a fee of Rs, 16, one mont! before the festival for the inspec 
tion of their raths (cars) by the Engineering Department. Is this & forged 
notice? The writer cannot believe that the District Magistrate could issue a 
notice like this which is calculated to wound the religious susceptibilities of 
the people. Those to whom the notice has been issued ought to ascertain. 
from the Magistrate himself if this notice is genuine. The fee is virtually 
a tax upon a religious ceremony and the Magistrate of a district can have no 


power to impose it. 2 4809 325 
57. The same paper is sorry to understand that the Lieutenant- Governor 
8 has ordered that the image of Buddha in Budh-Gaya 
eed cnt: acl Mc should not be removed from that place but 45. 
where it is at present. The writer had no idea that the Government could be 
led to commit such a serious mistake. Dharmapal has made matters too hot 
without any official support. With official support, he will carry things with 
a high hand. The consequence of the Government’s order will be disastrous. 
It will kindle the fire of religious animosity in 
an element of disturbance there. Dharmapal is already trying to dissuade 
pilgrims from visiting the temple. If he can once place the image of Buddha 
near it, he will get an opportunity to disturb pilgrims. This is certainly cause 
for apprehension. It is to be hoped, however, that the Government will yet 
see its mistake and rectify it. Otherwise the inauspicious star Magha will 

become ascendent in the Maghasram, the Burmese temple in Budh-Gaya. 


58. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 7th June has the following: 

1 e | The European’s hatred of the native is not 
Düse ta Ppeintnam of Mr. B. O. dead-—the black will never get justice. The hope 
sionership, © » tthat justice will be done to the native of India in 

the public service is getting fainter and fainter. 
It is true that the black and the white can never e. But is it right that 
justice should be trampled down by self-interest? Mr. R. C. Dutt has been 
serving temporarily as a Commissioner for the last two years; a permanent 
Commissionership lately fell vacant, but his claim was ignored and another 
man has been appointed to that post. ‘There is no doubt that Mr. Dutt is in 
every way fit for a Commissionership. In his temporary capacity of a Commis- 
sioner he has given unmistakable proof of his ability. There is no other 
civilian in the public service who is his senior. He is one of the oldest 
civilians, and to have deprived him of the Commissionership has been as unjust 
as punishing an innocent person. We have so long been fondly cherishing 
the hope that a Bengali was soon to be made a Commissioner. That hope has 
now 2 false, and we see that we had been so long building a castle in the 
8 : he English 8 r its wonted partiality for its own kith and 
in has now appointed an Englishman to a post to which a Bengali w — 
doubtedly entitled : 1 aie ev cease 
Let us compare the claims of Mr. Dutt and Mr. Buckland to a Commis- 
sionership. Mr. Dutt has served the Government for a long time as a District 
Magistrate and has been serving temporarily as a Commissioner for the last 
two dere - He has always discharged his duties with remarkable ability. 
Mr. Buckland has long served as a Secretary, but he has very little executive 
experience. He never served as a Magistrate for more than four years. The 
pay of a Commissioner is equal to that of a Secretary and Mr. Buckland’s 
Kerben v to a Commissionership is regarded in many quarters not as an 
elevation but as a degradation. Mr. Buckland is no doubt a good Secretar 
but he is not likely to make a good Commissioner. There is nothing which 
ig justify : . „ i irae selection except that Mr. Buckland is white and 
r. 18 N ‘ ‘ 


peaceful Budh-Gaya and create 
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50. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th June recommends Khas 
95 im - Bahadur Mahammad Yusuf: for the mem vership of 
„Tho vacant seat in the Imperial the Supreme Council which bas fallen vacan nt by 

5 ; ee — eek Mirza 3 Die 
Frama, 60. Referring to the provision in the Local Self-Government Act Amend- 
n m, Local Self-Government Act ment Bill, which proposes to empower District 
Amendment Pill. Boards to spend money on the amnion § t veteri- 

r practitioners, the Pratkar of the 5th June expresses its doubt 


ees? 


nary zes its doubt whether 

the veterinary practitioners who will be thus trained up will be the sort of 
practitioners wanted in this country. The training of veterinary doctors only ~ 
or the treatment of horses may benefit the few rich men who keep horses, but 0 
the general public require the services of doctors, who will be able to treat 


cattle diseases. | 5 „ 
seeking to effect savings in its own expenditure by 


Government is ever i ure b 
throwing additional burdens on the District Boards. Does the Indian tax- 
yer pay taxes to Government only for the maintenance of European troops? 
ees it not look rather bad that Government should retrench its educational 
expenditure, and clear the way for an increased revenue from the administrative 
departments, and at the same time throw on the District Boards the obligation 
for all necessary expenditure ? : : as 1 55 
Hrravant, 61. The Hitavadi of the 5th June cannot understand why Justice Prinsep 
— am has been entrusted with the amendment of the 
an jhe Codes of Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure in prefer- 
| ence to the able Law Member. If Government 
considers the Law Member an incompetent man, why does it keep him in his 
high post? Justice Prinsep has never practised as a lawyer. It is not easy 
to see what special qualification he may have for the work in which he 
has been employed. ‘Again, the work of amending two such codes—codes 
which are, as it were, the backbone of the judicial administration in this:coun- _— 
try—should not be entrusted to any single individual, but should be placed in 
the hands of a committee of persons. proficient in law, acquainted with the 
condition of the country and enjoying the confidence of the public. Already 
the judicial administration of the country bears too much of the character of a 
farce, and an amendment of the two codes, according to individual caprice, will 
make that administration still more ridiculous. W e 
Sanwant, 62. The Samivani of the 6th June objects to the appointment of Mr. 
‘June 6th, 1896. 1 3 J 2 1 og 1138 of * — nares. 
ine Pfote nt oi r. es The Law Member of the Viceroy’s Council ought 
Indie la. ° to have been entrusted with this duty. The Law 
ea Member ought to do all such things. There was 
no need of paying another person for doing what it is the Law Member's clear 
duty to do. Is it not wrong to make the Indian people incur this additional 
expenditure ? bie deat 


„ 


IV.—Narive Srares. 


8 63. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th June says that when 
axp Unpt Guips, 1 the Anglo-Indian journalist's stock of topics runs 
cane, ee. short, the affairs of Native States furnish him with 
a stock subject to write upon. The Times of India’s expostulation with the 
Maharaja of Indore very likely proceeds from the editor’s finding himself in a 
similar need, ae ; | i 

LF 64. The Bangavasi of r 5 une observes that European residents 1 
une a its Native States cannot be tried by native courts, an 
ee orn are not amenable to the 8 force in those 
States. This is the reason why European residents in Native States were not 
80 long allowed to acquire proprietary rights in land in those States. But Mr. 
Plowden, the Resident of Hyderabad, has prevailed upon the Nizam to allow 

European residents to acquire proprietory rights in dead eee his dominion. — 
The Government does not allow an utiles to acquire rietory rights in 
the Sonthal Parganas, in the belief that such a course would prejudicially affect 
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interests of the lobal populstion. And why should the Goverpment 6 
93 done n de Native 3 t. ere ber wat allow to be done i 
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V.—Paosrsore or ‘mn, Cros Amn oon⁰ or THE b PROru 


65. The prices-current, says. the Chara Mihir’ of the ‘let June, as 11 * ‘we „ 
5605 ublished by i re most misleading J: % 
e, F to the Caloutta _ Gavette,, 
4 er and 5 | 


3 1 * 
8 are 
* f * 1 
; ° * . e e ? 
10 bin of 3 is t 4 44. ofS Q 
or w ‘a 0 fo 0 food A Pe hy 4 ＋ . e * 


he prioes- current as ee 
by Government. a 


men and cattle are, as a matter py, ie fa dyi ut the car 
with which Sir Alexander to d ordered these réports. to 5 be prepare 
in future ought to make them correct indices of the condition of tlie peo 

as regards their food - supply, and render the adoption of remedial or re 2 
measures possible when scarcity 1s impending. — z Tag „ 


VI. —Misce.anzovs, 8 ch 


66. The ‘Sansodhing of the 29th. May says that on the occasion oe dne 

5 Birthday 3 at Chittagong, rice worth one May 29th, 1896. 

3 celebration * hundred rupees was distributed among the beggara: 

in who had: mustered strong in the hope of receiving: 

somethin; handsome. They were, however, di sappointed, and many ¢ 

them had to go away empty-handed: The same evening a most heart- 

rendering spectacle was seen on the maidan. There was a race ‘of birds 

and animals, and their keepers drove them mercilessly. The little boys who 
took part in this race were almost worked to death. So every kind of cruelty 

has been perpetrated in connection with the Birthday celebration at Chitta ac 

0 


There was only one thing wanting to complete the celebration. Nees 
to have been a race and a tug-of-war of the local officials. 
67. The Dacca Gazetie of = Ist June = as follows: ~ 1 117 pDz)adOο Gauen, 
5 HH t is true that, according 8 June ist, 1896, 
Hinds Masslmnan eee scriptures, camels and goats can be slaughtered in 
the place of cows on the occasion of the Bakr-Id festival. But as long as cows: 
are cheaper than any other animal, the Musalmans will not stop cow-killing.. 
During the Musalman rule cow-killing was largely restricted. e Musalmans 
were — allowed to slaughter cows in a public 5. where it was likel to 
draw the attention of the Hindus, and the . were prevented from 


appearing in places far from 8 ublic view, where Musalmans might 5 — 
to be slaughtering | COWS. is way the chances of a disturbance were 
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But the British Government has unhap ily adopted the policy of divide ot . 

impera und sown broadcast the seeds 15 jon among the Hindus and the 

Musalmans, The Government is now paying th the 8 ty for that indisore - 
tion, and there is no knowing when its sin be fully atoned for. He who 
disturbs a hornet's nest cannot be said to be a wise man, and the Government 
which has pitted the Hindus against the Musalmans is sure, sooner or latter, 
to suffer the consequences of this mistaken Pr 7 
But men grow wise in time, and the Government i is gradually discoveri 
the unwisdom of its polar. fhe though it has not yet been fully awakened ering 
mistake. This year angail police announced by beat of p ltt that Hindus. 
interfering with the slau, Ee et EA would be arrested, and the ee 
would help the eee in the performance of the cow-killing mony, 
The necessity of donee. such a course was not, however, telt before Me. 
Earle came to M. 

68. The Hitavadi of the 5th June writes as follows: 


. 3 0 We bave never said that in the 
e eee, ere, connection with cow-slaughter,. the M. 
invariably the guilty 


As a matter of fact, uch q 
some cases owin to A of Hindus and in thee 0 


wing to at fault of 
Musalmans, and this is what we have alwa 77 said, An educated M 
correspondent, nevertheless, writes to us as follows:— _ 

I am very sorry to read what 7th inate have written shox the us 
ceremony of Bakr-Id in the Hitavads of 17th Jaistha a ( 28th May). 
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Hrravandt, 
uarrels in Jane Sth, 1006. 


are 


take place in 
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the Bakr d should do. In this you are mistaken. Our 


(504) 


e on is irresistible that the Mois alinans axe inn 
roe aad sly de Hindus for all ne in connection . 


st it fa previ N e for . years ; 
that the Musalmans have been offering such 3 Thee have 2 
ever since their arrival in this country. But quarrels between the two peoples 
were unknown before. If even now the Hindus allow the Musalmans te to. freely 
perform their religious ceremonies, not a trace of quarrel, disturbance or ill-feeling 
will remain. Of all terrestrial treasures religionis the most precious. . How can 
it, then, be expected that if infidels interfere with the Musalman religion, even 
the gentlest among that monotheistic community will not be roused to take up 
arms in defence of their religion | 
You have also written that the Musalman religion has no injunction 
the slaughter of cows compulsory. I admit this. Our scriptures mention 8 
cow, the goat and the camel as animals fit for sacrifice. Camels are not 
to be had now, and should, therefore, be left out of the account. The cow and 
the goat only, therefore, remain, and your contention is that all difficulties can 
be avoided by sacrificing goats instead of cows. But it does not become a 
man like you to write on this subject without thoroughly aequainting yourself 
with it. Your idea seems to be that the sacrifice of one animal of any species at 
religious books er enjoin 
that; where means permit, one animal is to be sacrificed for each person in a family. 
One cow may, however, serve as a sacrifice for seven persons, while one goat can- 
not serve as a sacrifice for more than one. One cow will, therefore, serve ‘as 
a sacrifice for a household consisting of seven members, ‘while: if goats were 
sacrificed not less than seven would be required. Now seven goats will! cost 
five or six times as much as a cow, so that even rich people will find it hard to 
offer goats in sacrifice instead of cows, You will therefore see that Musalmans do 
not slaughter cows with a view to provoke the Hindus: they are in’ ‘a ‘manner 


obliged to do s. If the Hindus do not oppose this, disturbances will not oocur 
e pa | 


Yours most obedien tly, 
Senn Birbhum. 


Sm Sxxn Munammen TaBeER.” 


As a matter fact, the Hindus eos no wish to oppose the Musalmans i in 
the performance of ‘their religivus practices, If any usalman is obliged on 
account of poverty to sacrifice a cow instead of ‘goats, those Hindus who can- 
not bear cow-slaughter will readily pay him the price of seven goats. But if, with 
a view to wound Hindu feeling, any Musalman attempts to slaughter a cow under 
their eye, or tries to slaughter one at a place where cows were never killed 
before, it is much to be doubted whether a present of even seven hundred goats 
would induce him to give up his point. | 

In fact, in the great majority of cases, it is this determination to lelaut hive 
cows which produces quarrels. We have no proof before us that Hindus b 
ever objected to cow-slaughter at any place what such slaughter has slays 
taken place. But is it not natural in a Hindu to oppose any attempt to slaughter 
9 0 at a place where cows were never killed, even under Musalman alo? Tt 
is onl 55 * cases that Hindus oppose cow-slaughter. But when a, quarrel. hea 
= un, both parties are seized with a perverse obstinacy and commit 

pressions. 

Prag is not on the occasion of ‘ceremonies alone that quarrels take place in 
connection with cow slaughter, Another ondent has informed us of 
the following ee, A ‘heifer was purchased for ‘slaughter in village 

Post office Rajarampore thana | alta, within the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision of the ‘24-Parganas district, on the 19th Baisak (30th A April on 
the occasion of a marriage in the family of Efatalla Molla. Shortly before 
the timefixed for the slaughter, the heifer broke loose and ran away no one 
knew where. The animal not being found when wanted for slaughter at night,” 


in this way the cow ran 
men pursued it there, 


and 


¢ 7 
. 


As the case is sub judice e 7 * ) 
to it only by way o illustration. The fact is, 


attempt to 8 ter cows only from & ‘ try their point. In 
such cases we blame them for their conduct. In the same Way! lame the 
Hindus where they commit oppressions from a similar 5 It should 
be borne in mind that such obstinadoy is injurious both to the Hindus and 

It is true that occurrences like these did not take place before, and we 
nor find sich oachrrenees, eee Who bas sown. the 
seeds of dissension where formerly there existed naught but friendship and 
goodwill? How is it that the Hindus who endured cow 2 in the past 
are unwilling to endure it now? Musalman dominion has long been at an 
end, but there was no such dissension till very recent times. Cast your eyes 
about the mufassal, and you will find Hindus and Musalmans living as brothers 3 
even now. The contagion has not yet spread there. You ees 

The Hindu and the Musalman are now in some places ceasing to feel for 


* 


* 
* 
4 


each other as before, only in order to fulfil the selfish: ends of some mean- A 
minded officers. They will not see that this is injurious to both of them and 1 
r only, to Englishmen. It is true that such quarrels. originate’ ye 
among the lower orders of the two communities. But we feel alarmed: because 


we know this disease to be a contagious one. Many people do not see that it 
is the desire to gain favour without possessing merit, to rise by means of flat - 
tery alone, that has kindled this fire in the country. VVV 
Can it do any harm to Musalmans to kill cows, in cases in which it is 
indispensable to do so, silently. and without a flourish of trumpets and without 
arading the animals triumphantly through Hindu quarters? As for the 
Iindus, we advise them not to go where: cdws.are slaughtered: and to avoid all 
occasion for quarrels with Musalmans. Let them dissuade the Musalmans if 
they can, by argument or by money, but let them not use force by any means. 
If the two communities respect each other's feelings and do not seek to wound 8 
2 e susceptibilities, we make no doubt of soon seeing this ‘ill-feeling. 
c...... ee 
69. The Sansodhint of the 5th June observes that the Cominissioner of the Sanson, 
e eee , Chittagong: Division contemplates'taking this: paper June 6th, 1806. 
une Birthday celebration st to task for its fearless criticism’ of his conduct in 5 
Wir ore On connection with the birthday celebration at Ohit- e 
tagong. A sword is hanging over the writer's head. But he fears not, he is „ 


even prepa! ed to die in doing his duty. Mr. Skrine's name will ever remain : , 
associated in the mind of the Chittagong public with a movement which has 1 
already served to set in motion a current of vice and immorality, which is sure 1 


in course of time to engulf the Chittagong people. Being the Commissioner 
of a Division, Mr. Skrine has set a bad pe Sl 00 the 2 ty supporting 
and encouraging unchastity and drunkenness, Posterity will curse him for 
sowing the seeds of corruption at Chittagong. : | 
Poor people have been made to pay for the amusement of the officials, A 
few instances are cited. One Ramjay mahajan of Raujan thana, a man of small 
means, has been made to pay five rupees, while the local Munsif and the Sub- 
Registrar have paid one rupee each. A pundit who had gone home had at once 
to remit his quota of subscription by mopey-order on receipt of a letter from the 
head clerk of the District Board. | N 
70. A correspondent of the Sanfivani of the 6th June complains that sann, 
The Bi i Mr. Skrine's name has been unfortunately mixed June 6th, 1806, 
on day celebration st up with many undesirable circumstances connected : 
with the Birthday celebration at Chittagong. Office 
chairs and stools were allowed to be used on the occasion of the theatrical 
erformances, and the Hakims and their amla served as ticket-sellers and gate- 
vepers. The celebration over, the theatre company gave several performances 
to the public on their private account, but even on these occasions office chairs 
were used and office employés served the theatre company as before. Babu 
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pore ier at about 8.30 P.M., some one threw a stone at 


pie one ns trustworthy information to the und 
about the offending pe n will get the above-mentioned reward. 


CHANDRA Sexnar Press, 
The 29th May 1896. 


* 


It should be mentioned in connection with this affair that theft, murder 
and dacoity have been rife in the district for the last two years, but the 

executive have never evinced so much zeal and enthusiasm in their on to 
bring the offenders to justice. The Commissioner, we understand, is moving 
heaven and earth to trace the man who threw a stone at Mr. Raha. Does this 
not prove that he considers actors and actresses far more deserving of 
favour and protection than the millions of people placed under 
Nothing could reflect greater discredit on Mr. „ A e 

A correspondent of the Englishman of the 26th Ma has, in r ere eel 
the Birthday celebration at Ch rine and his 
and abused 


71. On behalf of the Muhammadan community the Mihir-o- Sudhakar: ‘of 

3 45 June thanks ere of 9 salman 
18 eee 1 m Associa- orm Association, which is doing its to teach 
— Bakr-td a. lesson to those who committed the most high- 
handed op : 


ressions on the Musalmans of on the: occasion of the late 
Bakr-id. The Hon’ble Maulvi Muhammad Yusuf, Mr. Abdur Rahim, barrister- 


at-law, and Maulvi Muhammad Mustapha, Vakil of the High Court, deserve the 


} of the M madans. But what are the two ap-ke-waste bodies 
oing ? They seem to be perfectly still and silent! a 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BNA TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 13th June 1896. 


